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His Majeſties Declaration tothe Miniſters, Freeholders, Farmers, and ſab- 
ſtantiall Copy-holders of the County of York: Afſembled by His Ma- 
- gefties ſpeciall Summons at Heworth-M.or, neer the City of Yark , on Friday the 3, of Zune. 1642. 


TJ \TE would have-you to be afured that we neverintended the leaſt negle& unto you inany former Sum- 
V monsof the Country, Our love, as well as Our protection, extending to all Our SubjeRs, Bur as 
you area great Body, time and conveniency muſt be obſerved in your Aſſembling. 


That you may know the generall Reaſons of Our being here, you muſt underſtand, Thar when-We found it 


neither {afe, nor honourable,to expoſe Our Perſon to the tumultuous and licentious proceedings of many (which 
to this day are unpuniſhed) who did diſorderly approach neer Our Court at Whitehall, We truſted this part of 


. Our Dominions chiefly to refide in; whereas moſt of the Gentry already have, ſo We aſfure Our ſelves the reſt 


of-you will give Us cleer teſtimony of your ſervice and obedience, which we will never ule otherwiſe then fer 
the defence of the true Orthodox Religion profeſſed and ſerled in Queen Elizabethsrime, and confirmed by the 


Authority of the Statutes of this Realm, the defence of the Laws and Fundamentall Conſtitutions of this King- 


dom (as the juſteſt Meaſure and Rule for Our Prerogative, and your Libertics and Rights; ) and laſtly, for the 
preſervation of the Peace oL.chis Kingdom. 


As for Our gayn Zeal to the Proteſtant profeſſion, We refer all the world ro Our daily exerciſe of,- and Our 


. Declarations concerning it, and execution of the Laws againſt the Papiſts; ſo likewiſe We cannot bur declare 


Our Self moſt heartily ſorry to finde ſuch Separatiſts and Schiſmaticks, who preſume againſt the Law, to tomenr 
new Dodrines and Diſciplines to the Cifturbance of Church and State. 


- 


. For the Law, it being the common inierirance of. Our people, we ſhall never inforce any Prerogative of Ours 


beyondir, but ſubmir Our Self to it, and give you, andall Our Subjc&s the fulleR latitude of ir, both for the 
liberty of your Perſons, and the propriety of your eftares. And for the inviolable confidence and affurance 
hereof, as Wetake God (the Searcher of ail hearts ) to witneſſe :Our reall intention herein, ſo We ſhall no lon- 


_ ger dcfire you to ſtand tor the deſence of Qur Perſon, Honour, and juſt Prerogatives, then we ſhall maintain the 
Laws of-the Land, the liberty oi your perſons, and the propriety of your Goods, 


And for the cleer underſtanding of Our Reſolutions to maintain Peace, we may have the confidence and happi- 


. nefle to refer (againſt all maligniry whatſocver) to Our fotmer Sixteen yeers Reiga;, (too long to difſemble Our 


Nature) if inall this time We never cauſ:d che cffafion of one drop of bloud, ir muſt needs be rhoughr, that in 
-Qur riper judgement in Government, We ſhould never open ſuch Iſſues as might drown Us aad Qur-Poſterity in 
tnem': But we ard ſure to have no enemies, but inthe defence of the true Proteſtant Profeſſion, rhe Righr of the 


. eſtabliſhed Laws, and for the preſervation of peace; and certainly all theſe muſt be all yours, as wcllas Oar 
.. enemies. - 


And to the end that this preſent Poſture wherein we meet, ſhould not fright you with the diſtempers of the 
times , the Example of the two Houſes having made Us prepare for a Guard to Us and Oy Childrens 
Perſons, We wiſh you to look into the Compoſition and Conſtitution of it, and you will finde ir ſo far from the 


face or fear of W >r, that it ſerves to ſecure you, as well as Us, from it: For Our Choice is of the prime Gentry, 


and of one Regiment of Our Trained Bands, which cammort be thovg ht to oppreſlſe the Countrey+( being their 
own) nor war with themſelves. And we further aſſure you, We never intended to ule Forraigners or diſaffet- 
cd in Religion: And that you may fully aſſure your ſelves of Our ſole dependancy upon tie love and ſervice of 
Our own People,to live and die with them, We have armed theſe Our Subjeds ; which had been moſt irrationall, 
if we had ever intended to have uſed Strangers: And further, you may perceive that We receive none, bur ſuch as 
ftand cleer in Loyalty and Religion, for which reaſon We have cauſed the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy 


ro be giventhem. Likewiſe, to prevent any diſterfipers at home, We have, and ſhall pur the Trained-Bands of all - 


this Our Kingdom under the Command of Perfons of honour,confidence,and affetion to their Country, ſtraitly 
charging,upon their Allegiance,no Officer to accept any command in them, nor Souldiers to obey any, ſave ſuch 


| aSareauthorized by Us. And for the prevention of any innovated power over you, you ſhall have Us here to 


govern you, and the Souldiory to protect you in peace, and to relieve you againtt ali opprefſions ; for rhat,as we 
have told you before, muſt ariſe from ſome great violation (which we hope God will prevent) and not from this 
preparacion of our Subjes. Therefore let none of you beaffrighted with vain fears ; if ſuch a War ſhould 
follow, it follows the authors home to their own doors : And ſuch (by the confidence of Our Perſon with you) 
We aflure Our Self you are not. | 

Here We had lefc you co your figeliry and duty,had not ſome malicious infolence in Our former meetings ſent forth moſt preſumpruous 
Sammons, deceiving Our people, and preſuming upon Our Royall Authericy ; and chele preſent them(-Ives as great Detcaders os Relt- 
giori, peace, and liberry ; Whereas they become infe&ious, and contagious to the people, ſeducing them into vain fancies and deluſions, 
as may appear by their Warr ancs which we could traceto ſom? pulpics, as Weare credibly informed: And you ſee itwere jult in Lis, ro 
puniſh theſe as Authors of ſedicion, bur thar ic would be coo great a favour, for it would honour them with the Title of Martyrdom, for 
Gods cauſe, as they vainly pretend : Bur you may now ſee from whence this Spiric comes, thar-would make Us to bein the AR of deſtru- 
Aion of Religion, Our perſon difſturber of the peace, and ready to introduceflavery. Theſe here ir: all che forraign Forccs We have, 
or ever ſhall intend to have, to a thele'grear defignes, norwichſtanding rhe vain fears hicherto imagined.. So thar you ſce iris high time 
that theſe fancies were diſperſed and driven away, that We might be repaired in Honour and Intereft, and you enjoy thed!eſling ot peace 
and happinefſe ; the advancement whereof ſhall be Our ſtudy and comfort: and therefore We ſh:ll ( when you (hall chink It a convenienc 
crime) eaſe you in the number of the Trained-Bands : And tor your Billet-money, ic had been long fince paid, but tharna parr of rhe 
Subſidies (which We paſſed for that parpoſe) came ro Qur wa and We ſhall nor be wanting in aoy thing thar lyerh in UI, for the full 
ſarisfa&ion thereof : And fhillmake Our Grace and Eounty ro youanſwerable to your beſt fidelity and loyalty, as cccafion (hall be offe- 


redro Us, : 


Impriated farſt at 17k, and now re-Printed at London for Ed% ard Hubands, 16 42, 


% 


